
American Leaders  
 
Debra Korluka is an internationally renowned artist and Byzantine iconographer. She was the first Ameri-

can to exhibit in the former Soviet Union and has studied with icon masters from the Ukraine and Russia. 

Debra teaches workshops and offers instruction from her studio and gallery. Her work, which is displayed 

in museums around the world, has been commissioned by churches and private collectors nationally and 

internationally. Over the years, Debra has developed many close working relationships with renowned 

artists, churches, and monasteries in Russia. To learn more about Deb see www.icon-art-studios.com  

 

Rev. Dr. Norman Broadbent is a United Church of Christ pastor, who spent 10 years as coordinator of, 

and then Executive Director for Community, Health, and Social Services of the Russian Farm Community 

Project (RFCP) in Minneapolis and Dmitrov, Russia. He has made 19 trips to Russia, and has coordinated 

several Teens Uniting Globally (TUG) projects, bringing American and Russian teens together in service 

learning projects. He has also led a team of Minnesota hospice professionals to establish the first fully-

serviced hospice program for rural Russia. He has developed relationships with leaders of the Russian 

Orthodox Office for External Church Affairs, and local Protestant clergy. He currently serves as Senior  

Minister of First Congregational United Church of Christ, Fresno, CA. 

  

Partner: United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities  

United is an ecumenical seminary of the United Church of Christ. Its mission is to prepare women and 

men for effective ordained and lay leadership in church and society. A unique aspect of the educational 

mission of the seminary is the opportunity to engage the arts in learning both inside and outside the 

classroom. The seminary‟s Religion and the Arts program contributes to the work of churches, faith com-

munities, and artists by providing opportunities to explore the intersections of the arts and religion 

through workshops and programs. For more information go to: www.unitedseminary.edu.  

 

 

Russian Leaders  

 
Tamara Mikhailova is associate professor at the Smolny Institute of Arts and Sciences in St. Petersburg. 

She lived in America for 10 years, where she taught Russian language, art, literature, and culture, at 

Macalester College, Kansas University and Miami University. Tamara has authored five books on Russian 

and British art and has professional associations with The Hermitage, The Russian Museum, and the  

Vaganova Academy of Ballet.  

 

Nadezhda Kolesnikova is an instructor at St. Petersburg Theological Academy and Seminary located at 

the St. Alexander Nevsky Monastery (Lavra). She assists in the formation of special opportunities for pil-

grimages that seek a deeply interactive journey in the arts, theology and culture.  

 

Slava Benois- Rogalsky is the Russian director of the Benois Institute which also partners with academic 

institutions in France. Mr. Benois-Rogalsky facilitates tour itineraries for the purpose of education and 

cultural exchange. 

Seeking the Face of Christ in Russia: 

A Spiritual Pilgrimage 

Through Icon and Art 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 27—Octobober 7, 2011 

 

St. Petersburg, Novgorod, Novosaratovka 

 

 

Partners:  

Icon Art Studios, Stillwater, MN 

United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities 

 

Co-Leaders: 

Debra Korluka, iconographer 

Rev. Dr. Norman Broadbent 

 

http://www.icon-art-studios.com/
http://www.unitedseminary.edu/


This pilgrimage is designed to build deeper bridges of cultural and spiritual understanding between 

American Christianity and the Orthodox faith in Holy Russia, introducing participants to the theology, 

spirituality, and principles of the Orthodox Church in Russia.  In community, we will experience the arts 

and practices of Russian religious tradition.     We will be enriched by entering into spiritual practices of a 

different kind of witness to Christ; personalized itineraries to monasteries, artists’ studios, iconography 

schools, seminaries, orphanages, cultural centers will each offer unique immersion experiences.  

 

 

Tuesday, Sept. 27th - departure. 

  

Wednesday, Sept. 28th - arrival in St. Petersburg late afternoon / lodging arrangements and dinner at 

restaurant (hotel night). 

  

Thursday, Sept. 29th - breakfast, City tour (including afternoon excursion at St. Isaac's), lecture on 

“Nevsky Prospect - Showcase of Religion” and dialogue, dinner at restaurant (hotel night). 

  

Friday, Sept. 30th - breakfast, lecture “Mysticism of Russian Writers (the 19th - early 20th century)”, 

morning at the Hermitage, mid-afternoon visit to artist Anna Kajdan, dinner at restaurant, transfer to St. 

Alexander Nevsky Monastery stay. 

  

Saturday, October 1st - breakfast, visit at St. Alexander Nevsky Lavra and grounds, visit with Fr. Gennady   

at Trinity Izmailovsky Cathedral with late lunch at his church (will see church renovations and hopefully  a 

visit to his orphanage), ballet at the Mariinsky Theatre (monastery stay night).  

 

Sunday, Oct. 2nd - option to attend liturgy at St. Alexander Nevsky, breakfast and transfer back to the 

hotel, Norm and Deb deliver a PowerPoint presentation on iconography, visit the Russian National       

Museum, dinner at restaurant at about 5 pm, ballet at the Mariinsky theatre (hotel night). 

 

Monday, Oct. 3rd - breakfast, excursion to Peterhof, afternoon visit to Maria„s Children (art project pro-

gram for orphanages), dinner, prepare for next day‟s excursion to Novgorod.  

  

Tuesday, Oct. 4th - breakfast, all-day excursion to Novgorod (9h00 to 21h00), dinner in Novgorod, return 

to hotel stay (hotel night). 

  

Wednesday, Oct. 5th - breakfast, lecture “Religion and Politics of Nowadays” and dialogue, guided tour at         

Sts. Peter and Paul Fortress, return visit to St. Alexander Nevsky Lavra and icon studio**,   visit to St. 

Petersburg Children's Hospice, celebration and good-bye dinner at restaurant with Russian colleagues 

and friends (hotel night).  

 

Thursday, Oct. 6th - breakfast, excursion to Pavlovsk / Catherine's Palace, visit to Fr. Valery Schvetov and 

his church The Miracle Worker St. Nicholas Orthodox Church in Pavlovsk with late lunch at his church, 

open evening  for last minute shopping (hotel night). 

  

 Friday, Oct. 7th - breakfast, departure. 

 

 

**  A possible alternative visit to the Theological Seminary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

This pilgrimage tour cost ($3950) includes  two meals a day, lodging (double occupancy), land transport, 

transfers, and all entrance fees.  Cost does not include air fare, trip insurance, tips for portage and tour 

guides, visa application, and optional evening events. 

 

Please mail registration form and deposit to: Icon Art Studios, Inc., 13921 127th St. North, Stillwater, 

MN, 55082.  Checks to be made to: Icon Art Studios, Inc.  Please call 612-889-5868 for all inquiries. 

 

Registration/Deposit of $1,500.00 due by June 1, 2011 (non-refundable) 

Payment of $1,500.00 due by July 1, 2011 (non-refundable) 

Balance of $950.00 due by July 30, 2011  
 

$900.00 additional single supplement  

 

 

 

 

 

Seeking the Face of Christ in Russia ~ September 27- October 7, 2011 
Registration due by June 1, 2011 

 
 

 
Traveler ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Companion____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail_______________________________ 
  
Phone (day) _____________________________evening_______________________________ 
 
Passport Number__________________________________ 
 
Expiration____________________________ 
 
 
Date of Birth___________________________________________________________________ 

  
Yes-No   I am interested in trip insurance              

 
I have read and understand the terms and conditions of this trip (above) and I would like to 
register for Seeking the Face of Christ in Russia.  Enclosed is my deposit of $1,500.00 
 
 
Signature_____________________________________________________________________ 


